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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
To undertake additional objectives, the Society created a
number of productive commissions devoted to specialty
subjects such as acute renal failure, scientific forefronts,
and the history of nephrology.
From its earliest days, the ISN leadership has expanded
the Society’s activities to include many programs primar-
ily aimed at developing countries and regions that have
always been of major interest to the Society. Scientific
and educational meetings were organized, and a fellow-
ship program was launched, which has served to train
348 young renal specialists from 1985 to 2003. Through
the ISN Commission on Global Advancement of Nephrol-
ogy, these initiatives have increased exponentially and
have become one of the Society’s core activities combin-
ing science, education, global health issues, and personal
exchange.
In the coming years, the ISN, with its 7300 members
and 68 affiliated societies, faces the daunting task of con-
tinuing to fulfill and expand its mission in what seems
an ever more complex world. The ISN must draw atten-
tion to the need for continued support for fundamental
science at the time when budgets are shrinking and policy
makers are tending to drift away from investing in sci-
ence and education. Simultaneously, the ISN must inten-
sify its global mission in order to make the most effective
use of scarce resources to combat the on-going epidemic
of kidney disease worldwide. Finally, the ISN must use
its position as the only international organization repre-
senting thousands of nephrologists and their patients on
our planet to work toward a fair and safe world in which
there is access to good health care and education for allThe International Society of Nephrology (ISN) was
who need it.founded in 1960 by a group of enthusiastic and visionary
To achieve these goals, the ISN will continue to worknephrologists from many different countries. They con-
with other international and national organizations, butvened in Evian, France, at what would later become the
most of all, the Society will need the commitment of allISN’s first International Congress of Nephrology. The
its members.mission of the Society was to enhance the knowledge and
For me, personally, it is a great honor and a challengeunderstanding of kidney diseases throughout the world.
to preside over the Society at this point in history. WithinTo help accomplish this purpose, the Society established the next months, we will present you with a blueprint for
a series of International Congresses where new develop- the coming years outlining ISN’s expanded focus in its
ments could be presented and discussed. With the same programs and activities. This will bring our organization
objectives, they also launched an international scientific to the end of its first half century of work on behalf of
journal, registered in 1963 as Nephron and as of January international nephrology community, which started at
1972 as Kidney International. For more than 40 years, the borders of Lac Leman in 1960. We have come a very
both the journal and the international congresses have long way in that time, but we also have a long way to go.
been highly successful, reflecting the commitment and
contributions of ISN’s members, authors, affiliated socie- Jan J. Weening
President, International Society of Nephrology, 2003ties, and officers and editors with their respective staffs.
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